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December 7,2018

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to nominate a dynamic married couple, Lisa Berger and Charley Burwick, for the

2018 CFM Conservationist of the Year. The depth and brea&h of their collective work and the

connectedness of their individual visions makes it impossible for me to nominate one or the other alone.

I have known Charley and Lisa for 25 years through our shared involvement with the Greater Ozarks

Audubon Society. Both have served this chapter in all officer capacities, including President, and both

have led the chapter into areas of excellence. They both have spearheaded and &eely committed time and

resources to support TogetherGreen Community Volunteer projects, the South Creek Restoration Project

for the city, the Green Leadership Academy for Diverse Ecosystems (GLADE) Project for Ozarks youth,

multiple Bluebird Trails projects, Chimney Swift projects, and more. Alongside the conservation aspects

of their volunteer leadership work, the Audubon chapter has experienced a decade of exponential capacity

building non-profit development milestones, increased chapter activity, and national recognition.

They have also served on the Audubon Missouri and the Audubon Society of Missouri Boards of
Directors and have been active in the Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative (MOBCI). As MDC

volunteers, they have together conducted Breeding Bird Surveys in the Lockwood and Protem areas for
many years.

Individually, the sheer volume of Lisa Berger and Charley Burwick's conservation work is staggering.

Lisa , a retired environmental chemist, has a tremendous gift for anything calling for scientific analysis or
graphic artistic flair. She currently serves as one of seven members of the Missouri Bird Records

Committee, reviewing and submitting publications and ornithological records to the scientific database.

She is also an eBird reviewer for the state of Missouri, protecting the integrity of the avian database. Her

broad sphere of knowledge suits her ideally for both volunteer tasks. Her expert writing and technical

skills have suited her well as GOAS Webmaster and Editor of the Scissortail, the GOAS chapter

newsletter. Her recent redesign of the GOAS website received National Audubon attention for its
creative template.

Perhaps most impressive to me is the fact that Lisa is a visionary co.founder of and original grant writer

for the GOAS sponsored Green Leadership Academy for Diverse Ecosystems (GLADE), which provides

a fuIl-week immersive conservation leadership experience free of charge to 16 Southwest Missouri teens

each summer. GLADE has clearly shaped Missouri conservation, as its graduates have received the last



five CFM Youth Conservationist of the Year awards, and the program has received national recognition

from National Audubon and the American Birding Association.

Lisa's husband Charley Burwick is a true conservation icon. Whenever an opportunity arises to build a

bridge within the conservation network, Charley is ahead of the game and willing to commit timg efforts,

and resources to the cause. He was pivotal in the creation of the Wildcat Glades Audubon Center in
Joplin, and still works with Audubon as it transfers the facility to MDC. As an MDC volunteer, he has

put in countless hours as a naturalist, a Breeding Bird surveyor, and a Quail Covey Count coordinator.

He also has coordinated the annual Backyard Bird Count Event at the Springfreld Nature Center for many
years. He has also been a very influential mentor to nationally recognized bird conservationists David
Ringer with National Audubon and Nate Swick with American Birding Association. He is currently

mentoring former CFM Youth Conservationist of the Year Brooke Widmar and 2018 CFM Youth
Conservationist of the Year nominee Klee Bruce.

Within the crty of Springfiel{ Charley has forged a close relationship with both the Watershed

Committee of the Ozarks (WCO) and the Springfield City Parks, where he specializes in habitat

improvements relating to birds. To this mission, he has set up, monitored and served as a consultant for
Bluebird trails, Purple Martin houses and Chimney Swift towers at Valley Water Mill, Close Parh and

Lake Springfield. He regularly consults with WCO on habitat improvement at the Watershed Center and

currently is an advocate for MOBCI grant funding for habitat restoration at the Valley Water Mill site.

This past August, Charley worked as a liaison between the Parkrers for Conservation, USFWS, and area

farmers during the PFC conference based within Bass Pro Shop. He coordinated efforts to showcase

farms in Southwest Missouri where a thriving land ethic guides landowners in their responsible use of
resources. Currently Charley is working with the Top of the Rock facility as it integrates bird nest boxes

and habitat restoration projects into the beautiful landscape there.

It would be impossible to measure how much the Ozarks environment and conservation network has

benefitted from the efforts of these two tireless advocates. Their influence has rippled throughout the

state and nation. They are well qualified for this distinguished award and are both humble servants to the

greater cause of conservation. I am grateful for their enduring leadership.

Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

4-meil:
Greg Swich Vice President
Greater Ozarks Audubon Society
1503 E. Bingham St.
Ozark,MO 65721
417.581.27 57 (home) 417 .2A9.0652 (cell)
grswick@gmail.com
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December 7,2018

To Whom It May Concern:

I am rvriting this letter to nominate Klee Bruce for the 2018 Conservation Federation of Missouri Youth
Conservationist of the Year. I have known Miss Bruce for over seven years, and I personally rank her

among the rnost promising of all the young people with whom I have worked. As a 17 year ol4 she is

already an avid community volunteer, an accomplished birder, and a committed conservationist. She is

an active member of the Greater Ozarfts Audubon Society, which I represent, and is a graduate of the

Green Leadership Academy for Diverse Ecosystems (GLADE), the chapter's well-known conservation

leadership academy. Last summer she served as an educational intern for the Missouri River Bird
Observatory in Arrow Rock, Missouri.

I have repeatedly observed Klee's commitment to serving others and have also observed her enthusiasm

for birds and other wildlife, her outstanding work ethic, and her personal integrty. I met Klee when she

discovered the birders of Greater Ozarks Audubon at the age of eight. At that moment, she felt that she

had *found her peoplg others who care about birds and their habitats as much as she did!"

Klee is an acute observer and a rapid learner. She quickly established herself as a very competent birder

among even the best birders in the chapter. As a 12 year old, she placed in two module areas in the

American Birding Association's Youth Birder of the Year competition. As a 13 year old, she placed third
among competitors from Caaada and the United States in the Junior Division of the 2015 ABA Youth
Birder of the Year competition.

As part of her efforts in community service, Klee created and spearheaded a literacy unit based upon

birds. As a home-schooled student, she has had the freedom and opportunity to regularly instruct grade

K-5 students in the Springfield Public Schools. She effectively sparks student interests in reading,

birds/wildlife and issues facing all species. Her units challenge her elementary students, exposing the

upper grades to concepts of ecology, endangered wildlife and extinction. For example, her Kindergarten

title is You Can Do It. Bert" a simple book by Ole Konnecke. Aviary Wonders. Inc. by Kate Samworth is

used with fiflh graders as it covers some deeper topics of extinction and habitat deshuction. She recently

received a $500 grant from the Green Leadership Academy for Diverse Ecosystems (GLADE) in
coordination with the Community Foundation of the Ozarks, to expand her literacy program to additional
schools in the Springfield district. Her teacher reviews are outstanding, and the children love her.

During the summer of 2018, Klee, continued her climb into conservation leadership by as an intern for the

Missouri River Bird Observatory where she engaged children in bird-related ecology lessons each day.



She also participated in immersive field research and mist netting while living in the MRBO headquarters

for the entire summer. As an extension of her conservation commitment, she is currently serving MRBO
as the Southwest Missouri coordinator of the newly formed statewide Youth Birding Club.

In summary Klee's precocious conservatioa leadership record positive attitude, commitment to

excellencg exceptional communication skills, and passion to shape the future for birds combine to make

her an outstanding nomination for CFM's Youth Conservationist of the Year. If you haven't met her, you

are in for a fieat! Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

n"M
Greg Swick, Vice President
Greater Ozarks Audubon Society
1503 E. Bingham St.

417 .581.27 57 (home) 417 .209.0652 (cell)
grswick@gmail.com


