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You Are Invited To Join The 

GREATER OZARKS CHAPTER 
Of The 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Membership in the National Audubon 

Society includes: 
 

  Affiliation with Greater Ozarks Audubon  
  Eight issues of the GOAS Scissortail 
  Four issues of Audubon magazine 
  

Please enroll me as a member of NAS  

        and Greater Ozarks Audubon.…..…….……..$20 

    Introductory 2 year Membership……….....$35 

    I’m interested in making a bequest; please  
       contact me at the address below    
       

  NAME___________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________ 
 
CITY__________STATE____ZIP______ 
 
PHONE__________________________ 
 
E-MAIL___________________________ 

  
To join, make your check payable to National  
 Audubon Society and mail with this form to:    

             

            National Audubon Society 
              P. O. Box 97194 
              Washington D.C. 20090-7194  
              By phone, 1-800-542-2748              

 

Please send renewals to National Audubon. 
 Follow instructions provided with notice to  
renew your membership, or renew online  

 

Get the Scissortail in your inbox!   
 

Contact Mary Sturdevant, 830-9298, with ques-
tions, or Lisa Berger, 860-9108, to receive  

the newsletter by USPS mail. 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

GOAS BOARD MEETING 

 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13th 

7:00 p.m. Environmental Resource Center 

GOAS MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15th 

7:00 p.m. Program  

Springfield Conservation Nature Center 

CHATS WITH JANICE 

Janice Greene, GOAS Chapter President 

    I have enjoyed watching my feeders 
during the recent cold snaps, and have 
enjoyed hearing about the adventures 
of you hardy birders searching for those 
prized winter birds, especially the owls. I 
have had 20-30 cardinals at my feeders 
every day and lots of white-throated 
sparrows along with the many other 
urban birds.  
    Have you ever wondered how these 
little birds can tolerate the winter cold, 
especially the smallest ones like the 
chickadee, wrens and kinglets? I have 
been very interested in how they and 
other plants and animals survive. Before 
I share some of these ways, I would 
highly recommend Bernd Heinrich’s 
book, Winter World. This book looks at 
lots of different plants and animals in 
the winter and has several chapters on 
chickadees and kinglets.  
    Birds are able to survive frigid 
temperatures through a variety of 
methods including piloerection, a simple 
solution similar to us putting on layers. 
This is when they fluff up and trap layers 
of insulating air under their feathers. 
The birds at my feeders always look 
fatter in the mornings. Other methods 
include growing denser feathers in the 
winter (especially in northern climates), 
huddling, shivering, going into torpor (a 
temporary “hibernation” or lowering of 
body temperature and respiration) at 
night.  
    In northern climates, chickadees can 
lose tremendous amounts of fat during 
the night if they don’t go into torpor. 

One study showed that they can 
measure 7% body fat at night and drop 
to 3% in the morning. They could not 
survive without going into torpor. 
Chickadees also have excellent memory 
and can remember 50 - 100 locations 
for hidden seeds. I watch my chickadees 
at the feeder; sometimes they eat a 
seed immediately, and sometimes, they 
will look for a loose piece of bark on my 
trees and stash the seed.  
    In studies of kinglets, they keep their 
feet and legs just above freezing, and 
they will tuck their head and feet at 
night while sleeping huddled with 
others. They have 4 times more feather 
mass for insulation than flight in the 
winter. Kinglets must also eat 3 times 
their body weight each day to survive. 
    As I say routinely, birds are amazing! 
By the way, I would be happy to let you 
borrow the book if you’re interested. 

Cock-of-the-Rock: Janice Greene 

https://action.audubon.org/onlineactions/i7D1xxmyBU6X3mwaCQo7SQ2
http://www.greaterozarksaudubon.org/publications.html


THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM… 
     

Greater Ozarks Audubon President, Dr. Janice S. Greene, will talk about how 
birds migrate: Through use of remarkable navigation capabilities, and 
amazing physiology. She will also touch on issues migrants face in the tropics. 
 
Janice teaches Biological Sciences at MSU, and has taught Ornithology for 
close to ten years. She enjoys taking students on Study Away classes to South 
America, and will share pictures from these courses to Ecuador, Brazil, and 
Peru. Janice is a GLADE Founder, serves as liaison to partner MSU, 
coordinates our use of Bull Shoals Field Station, and assists with GLADE 
instruction. She has also served on our Board for many years. 
 

Come at 6:30 pm, Thursday, February 15th for refreshments and to socialize. 

The program begins at 7:00 pm, followed by the membership meeting at the 

Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4601 Nature Center Way (off Business 

Highway 65).                                       Ruth Grant, Program Chair 
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GREATER OZARKS AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 3231  

Springfield, Missouri 65808-3231 

 

Connect with GOAS  

Read GLADE news   

Follow us on Facebook  

 

 

Representing: 

Cedar, Christian, Dallas, Douglas, Greene, 

Hickory, Polk, St. Clair, Stone, Taney,  

Webster, and Wright Counties in Missouri. 

 

Our mission is to promote bird  

conservation in southwest Missouri 

through birdwatching, education, habitat 

preservation and restoration, and  

public awareness, for the benefit  

of humanity and wildlife. 

President ······································· Janice Greene 

 ································································· 862-4381 

 

Vice-President ··························· Brooke Widmar

 ································································· 459-6526 

 

Secretary ··········································· Lisa Berger 

 ································································· 860-9108 

 

Treasurer ············································· Wendy Vit 

 ···················································································  

 

Board ························································ Jill Hays 

 ···················································································  

 

Board ··············································· Kendell Loyd 

 ·········································································· 776-0961 

 

Board ··································· Jeannie McLaughlin 

 ································································· 459-8543 

 

Board ················································ Greg Samuel 

 ································································· 839-5627 

 

Board ·············································· Myra Scroggs 

 ································································· 425-6502 

 

Board ················································· Matt Tucker 

 ································································· 598-9977 

 

Board, past president ························ Ann Liles 

 ································································· 522-4844 

21st Annual GBBC February 16-19, 2018 

Scientists use information from the Great 

Backyard Bird Count, along with observa-

tions from other citizen-science projects, 

to get the “big picture” about what is hap-

pening to bird populations. The longer these 

data are collected, the more meaningful 

they become. Learn more at GBBC. 

Your Participation Helps Our Feathered 
Friends, and is great fun! 

How many birds will you find? 

The Wildly Weird Hoatzin—pronounced watson: Janice Greene 

http://www.greaterozarksaudubon.org
http://www.greenleadershipacademy.org
http://www.facebook.com/GOASBirds
gbbc.birdcount.org/

