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JANUARY CALENDAR 

GOAS BOARD MEETING 

 THURSDAY, JANUARY 10th 

7:00 p.m. Environmental Resource Center 

GOAS MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17th 

7:00 p.m. Program  

Springfield Conservation Nature Center 

    C9ZN040Z 
You Are Invited To Join The 

GREATER OZARKS CHAPTER 
Of The 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Membership in the National Audubon 

Society includes: 
 

  Affiliation with Greater Ozarks Audubon  
  Eight issues of the GOAS Scissortail 
  Four issues of Audubon magazine 
  

Please enroll me as a member of NAS  

        and Greater Ozarks Audubon.…..…….……..$20 

    Introductory 2 year Membership………......$35 

    I’m interested in making a bequest; please  
       contact me at the address below    
       

  NAME___________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________ 
 
CITY__________STATE____ZIP______ 
 
PHONE__________________________ 
 
E-MAIL___________________________ 

  

To join, make your check payable to National  
 Audubon Society and mail with this form to:    

             

            National Audubon Society 
              P. O. Box 97194 
              Washington D.C. 20090-7194  
              By phone, 1-800-542-2748              

 

Please send renewals to National Audubon. 
 Follow instructions provided with notice to  
renew your membership, or renew online  

 

Get the Scissortail in your inbox!   
 

Contact Mary Sturdevant, 830-9298, with ques-
tions, or Becky Swearingen, 766-1708 , to receive  

the newsletter by USPS mail. 

     For this column, I want to share a little 
about some of my graduate students and 
their research on barn owls. In December, 
my 2nd graduate student working on barn 
owls graduated. Grant, my first student, 
worked with the Missouri Department of 
Conservation to determine how prevalent 
barn owls were in the area and if they would 
use nest boxes in “working” barns. He had 
two successful barn owl clutches (out of 10 
boxes) which he monitored from egg to 
fledging through the use of game cameras. 
Most chicks made it to fledging with only 1 
or 2 losses, probably due to larger siblings 
(this is common when eggs hatch 
asynchronously especially in a large clutch).   
     Samantha, my 2nd student, continued 
with Grant’s study but also added an 
analysis of the habitats surrounding 
successful versus unsuccessful nest boxes. 
Samantha had four successful clutches. 
Small sample size did not allow us to do 
statistical analysis, but there were some 
trends. Grasslands, in the buffer zone 
around successful nests, ranged from 38% to 
47% compared to buffers around empty 
nest boxes which were less for the most 
part. Forested areas ranged from 19-29% in 
areas around successful nests while 
unsuccessful nest boxes had forested areas 
below and above this range. This suggests 
that forested areas may play some role in 
the success of barn owl nesting. A suite of 
habitat requirements may be necessary for 
barn owls. This was a preliminary study so 
more studies need to be done to see if these 
habitat relationships are “real” or not. 
     Both Grant and Samantha saw aggressive 
interactions between barn and barred owls. 

In both cases, the barn owls were somewhat 
aggressive toward the barred owls and 
either successfully defended the box or 
actually drove the barred owl away, at least 
temporarily. These interactions have not 
been documented before according to 
several researchers.   
     Winter is a tough time for many birds, 
including barn owls. Barn owl ranges usually 
do not extend into areas with heavy snows, 
and there can be high mortality in winter 
usually from starvation. Barn owls are not 
well insulated so must eat more in the 
winter to maintain body temperatures, but 
this is also the time that small mammals 
become less active (Barn Owl Trust website). 
Rains in the winter are also tough on barn 
owls because their feathers are very soft,  
becoming saturated with water which can 
reduce flight time. Of course, deep snows 
are bad but so are snows that melt and 
refreeze.  The icy top layer makes it difficult 
for owls as well. Historically barn owls have 
been able to survive winter by catching prey 
inside of barns, but as barns disappear and 
feed storage becomes tighter, most are not 
able to catch a lot of prey inside anymore. 
     As climate changes and with the change 
and decline in barns, barn owls are going to 
continue to have a tough time. But what 
unique, creepy sounding, wonderful birds! I 
am always thrilled when I see one. I hope 
you are too!   

CHATS WITH JANICE         

Janice Greene, GOAS Chapter President 

https://action.audubon.org/onlineactions/i7D1xxmyBU6X3mwaCQo7SQ2
http://www.greaterozarksaudubon.org/home


THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM… 
     

     Dr. Brian Greene will present The Snake in the Grass: What the Out-
door Enthusiast Needs to Know About Venomous Snake Biology 
and Safety. 
     Dr. Greene is a herpetologist who received a PhD in Wildlife and 
Fisheries Sciences from Texas A&M University in 1993. He is currently 
an associate professor of biology at Missouri State University (MSU) 
where his research has mainly focused on the ecology of snakes, espe-
cially Ozarks populations of the Northern Cottonmouth.  
     A diverse group of faculty from MSU contributes their time and 
knowledge to each class attending the Green Leadership Academy 
(GLADE). We’re grateful that Brian has shared his expertise starting 
with the first GLADE class in 2009.  
     Come at 6:30 pm, Thursday January 17th for refreshments and to so-
cialize. The program begins at 7:00 pm, followed by the membership 
meeting at the Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4601 Nature Cen-
ter Way (off Business Highway 65). Editor’s comment: This is an amazing 
program and it’s guaranteed you’ll learn something new!   
   

                                                                                   Ruth Grant, Program Chair J
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GREATER OZARKS AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 3231  

Springfield, Missouri 65808-3231 

 

Connect with GOAS  

Read GLADE news   

Follow us on Facebook  

 

 

Representing: 

Cedar, Christian, Dallas, Douglas, Greene, 

Hickory, Polk, St. Clair, Stone, Taney,  

Webster, and Wright Counties in Missouri. 

 

Our mission is to promote bird  

conservation in southwest Missouri 

through birdwatching, education, habitat 

preservation and restoration, and  

public awareness, for the benefit  

of humanity and wildlife. 

New Year, New Day 
 

GOAS Board Meetings have 
moved to the second Thursday in 

each of the months the Board 
meets: August-November and  

January-May  
 

7-9 pm, Environmental Resource Center 

Noppadol Paothong  
presents 

Sage Grouse, Icon of the West 
at the February 21, 2019 Meeting 

President ······································· Janice Greene 

 ································································· 862-4381 

 

Vice-President ··································· Greg Swick 

 ································································· 209-0652 

 

Secretary ······························ Becky Swearingen 

 ································································· 766-1708 

 

Treasurer ············································· Wendy Vit 

 ································································· 849-8550 

 

Board ···················································· Klee Bruce 

 ································································· 368-7781 

 

Board ········································· Charley Burwick 

 ································································· 860-9108 

 

Board ················································· Jim Fossard 

 ································································· 848-2205 

 

Board ··············································· Kendell Loyd 

 ······························································ 1-573-776-0901 

 

Board ···································Jeannie McLaughlin 

 ································································· 459-8543 

 

Board ················································ Greg Samuel 

 ································································· 839-5627 

 

Board ·············································· Myra Scroggs 

 ································································· 425-6502 

 

Board ··········································· Brooke Widmar

 ································································· 459-6526 

 

Board, past president ························ Ann Liles 

 ································································· 522-4844 

Above: Grad student, Dylan Maag 
conducted Pygmy Rattlesnake 
research at Bull Shoals Field Station. 
Right: Dr. Brian Greene safely 
restrains a Northern Cottonmouth, a 
focus of his ecological research. 

http://www.greaterozarksaudubon.org
http://www.greenleadershipacademy.org
http://www.facebook.com/GOASBirds

