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     I am hearing signs of spring from the 
birds. Cardinals and house finches are 
starting to sing on the MSU campus on 
warm days. Mornings will continue to 
get noisier as we move closer to spring. 
But how do birds hear compared to us, 
and how do they learn their songs? 
     Bird song is produced by controlled 
contractions of muscles in the syrinx, 
the equivalent to our voice box. 
However, the start of the singing by 
males is actually controlled by the High 
Vocal Center (HVC) in the brain. The 
HVC is sensitive to testosterone so as 
breeding season nears, more 
testosterone is released, and the HVC 
triggers singing by the males.   
     Song production is innate but 
singing the right song depends upon 
learning. Young males must hear the 
song from a tutor during a sensitive 
time when they are young, called the 
sensory acquisition phase.  They won’t 
copy the tutor’s song exactly but will 
fine tune it as their own. A young bird 
can learn the wrong song if something 
happens to the male tutor during that 
important learning phase.   
     Obviously, birds have good hearing 

since song is so important to attracting 
females and to claiming territories. But 
how does their hearing compare to 
mammals? Mammals, in general, can 
hear a wider range of frequencies than 
birds. Humans can hear fainter sounds 
than birds, at most frequencies. So 
what do birds hear better than 
mammals? Birds can recognize 
temporal variations, or the duration of 
notes, gaps, and rates of singing, better 
than mammals. This allows females to 
hear and recognize subtle call 
variations between different males. 
Females also judge male songs by the 
complexity. The more complex the 
song (even slightly more complex), the 
better the male appears to the female. 
     Males can tell the difference 
between a neighbor and a stranger 
coming to check out the area. Males 
will attack the stranger but usually not 
a neighboring bird once territories are 
established.   
     I continue to learn songs so the spring 
concert becomes more interesting every 
year. It is fun to watch my students learn 
the songs as well; a whole new world is 
open to them. Enjoy the coming spring 
concerts! 

MARCH CALENDAR 

GOAS BOARD MEETING 

 THURSDAY, MARCH 14th 

7:00 p.m. Environmental Resource Center 

GOAS MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21st 

7:00 p.m. Program  

Springfield Conservation Nature Center 

    C9ZN040Z 
You Are Invited To Join The 

GREATER OZARKS CHAPTER 
Of The 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Membership in the National Audubon 

Society includes: 
 

  Affiliation with Greater Ozarks Audubon  
  Eight issues of the GOAS Scissortail 
  Four issues of Audubon magazine 
  

Please enroll me as a member of NAS  

        and Greater Ozarks Audubon.…..…….……..$20 

    Introductory 2 year Membership………......$35 

    I’m interested in making a bequest; please  
       contact me at the address below    
       

NAME___________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________ 
 
CITY__________STATE____ZIP______ 
 
PHONE__________________________ 
 
E-MAIL___________________________ 

  

To join, make your check payable to National  
 Audubon Society and mail with this form to:    

             

            National Audubon Society 
              P. O. Box 97194 
              Washington D.C. 20090-7194  
              By phone, 1-800-542-2748              

 

Please send renewals to National Audubon. 
 Follow instructions provided with notice to  
renew your membership, or renew online  

 

Get the Scissortail in your inbox!   
 

Contact Mary Sturdevant, 830-9298, with ques-
tions, or Becky Swearingen, 766-1708 , to receive  

the newsletter by USPS mail. 

CHATS WITH JANICE         

Janice Greene, GOAS Chapter President 

Singing Northern Parula Warbler. Alan Lenk 

https://action.audubon.org/onlineactions/i7D1xxmyBU6X3mwaCQo7SQ2
http://www.greaterozarksaudubon.org/home


GOAS members receive Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) Top Awards 
Charley Burwick and Lisa Berger were named CFM Conservationists of the Year, while Klee 
Bruce received CFM’s Youth Conservationist of the Year Award. Greg Swick nominated the 
three honorees, with Klee becoming the sixth Green Leadership Academy alum to assume 
the Youth Conservationist of the Year post!  
 

Explore Greg Swick’s kind words and thoughtful interpretation to compose the nominees’ 
applications. His tireless work to promote the Chapter’s accomplishments is not missed! 

THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM… 
 

     With its direct airline service, stable government, and English-speaking popula-

tion, Belize is arguably Central America’s most accessible nature tourism destina-

tion. Jungle oases like Chan Chich Lodge cater to international birders with person-

al guides and waffle cotton bathrobes . . . for $300-$500 a night. If that’s a bit steep 

for your budget, though, it is possible to experience Belize on the semi-cheap. Long

-time GOAS member David Catlin shares his own experience in a photographic 

journey of this tropical jewel in his presentation Belize on a (Semi-) Budget. Note 

Dave’s Northern Jacana with nest and eggs, and Keel-billed Toucan images above. 

     David Catlin is the former manager of the Springfield Conservation Nature Cen-

ter and a past president of GOAS. He now works as a consultant to nature centers 

around the U.S. 

     Come at 6:30 pm, Thursday, March 21st for refreshments and to socialize. The 

program begins at 7:00 pm, followed by the membership meeting at the Spring-

field Conservation Nature Center, 4601 Nature Center Way (off Business Highway 

65).  

                                                                                    Ruth Grant, Program Chair 
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GREATER OZARKS AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 3231  

Springfield, Missouri 65808-3231 

 

Connect with GOAS  

Read GLADE news   

Follow us on Facebook  

 

 

Representing: 

Cedar, Christian, Dallas, Douglas, Greene, 

Hickory, Polk, St. Clair, Stone, Taney,  

Webster, and Wright Counties in Missouri. 

 

Our mission is to promote bird  

conservation in southwest Missouri 

through birdwatching, education, habitat 

preservation and restoration, and  

public awareness, for the benefit  

of humanity and wildlife. 

President ······································· Janice Greene 

 ································································· 862-4381 

 

Vice-President ··································· Greg Swick 

 ································································· 209-0652 

 

Secretary ······························ Becky Swearingen 

 ································································· 766-1708 

 

Treasurer ············································· Wendy Vit 

 ································································· 849-8550 

 

Board ···················································· Klee Bruce 

 ································································· 368-7781 

 

Board ········································· Charley Burwick 

 ································································· 860-9108 

 

Board ················································· Jim Fossard 

 ································································· 848-2205 

 

Board ··············································· Kendell Loyd 

 ······························································ 1-573-776-0901 

 

Board ···································Jeannie McLaughlin 

 ································································· 459-8543 

 

Board ················································ Greg Samuel 

 ································································· 839-5627 

 

Board ·············································· Myra Scroggs 

 ································································· 425-6502 

 

Board, past president ························ Ann Liles 

 ································································· 522-4844 

Chapter News & Accolades 

http://www.greaterozarksaudubon.org
http://www.greenleadershipacademy.org
http://www.facebook.com/GOASBirds

